
EQ: How Have Significant Women Changed History?

What Does Significant Mean?
In history, “significant” means someone or something that had an important impact on events, society, 
or ideas. A significant person in history may have:
• Changed laws or government policies
• Inspired social movements
• Made breakthroughs in science, technology, or culture
• Challenged unfair systems or traditions

Top Tips To Remember:
Significance is measured by the long-term effects of a person’s actions 
(legacy), not just their fame at the time.
These women were alive at different times, yet all changed the status quo. 
Their actions led to lasting change in many fields. 

Science & Technology:
Ada Lovelace inspired computing and 

programming.

Politics & Leadership:
Queen Victoria influenced Empire. 

Emmeline Pankhurst influenced laws to give 
women political rights. 

Civil Rights & Social Change: 
Rosa Parks advanced equality and challenged 

racial discrimination. 

Environment & Global Activism:
Wangari Maathai promoted women’s 

empowerment and environmental protection.  
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